108     PSYCHOLOGY OF ABILITIES AND  DISABILITIES

measurement was accurate, and he evidenced quite a
little artistic feeling for form. His manual training teacher
considered him exceedingly capable in this work, saying
the boy showed initiative and ability to plan. His success
in this work and on tests indicated that powers of per-
ception were in these fields unusually good.

What can we find peculiar in the mental processes to
account for the boy's inability to learn to spell and to
read? Studied separately, there is no difficulty or
peculiarity or lack of functioning of any of the mental
processes tested. Visual and auditory powers seem
normal; in memory tests he reaches the norm for his age;
association tests give no evidence of irregularity; there
is no defect for language. Here again, as in the preceding
case, one would like to know more about the general facts
of recognition memory as involved in the reading process.

Nor was there any other explanation found. The boy
has always been strong. He has been examined by various
specialists, and the physical conditions can be ruled out
as being negative. We know the heredity and family
history quite well in this case, and though there is much of
interest, there is nothing that is directly significant
in relation to the boy's disability. In spite of poor home
conditions, Harold has attended school regularly and has
had the same educational advantages that fall to the lot
of most city boys.

Harold is still too young for us to appreciate all the
social consequences that may arise as a result of his dis-
abilities. He has as yet shown no delinquent tendencies,
and placed on a farm where his defects are not strikingly
apparent, he has been happy and has gotten along very
well. His particular handicaps should be remembered,
however, in all future efforts in his behalf.

Case 18. To show how impossible it is to analyze and
explain reading defect if insufficient study is given, we